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Dear readers,
In this special edition we present you two major stories we just published.

An international team, co-ordinated by The Investigative Desk, investigated the
causes and consequences of the persistent ammunition shortages in NATO,
which are caused by the war in Ukraine. Why is it so difficult to scale up
production?

ThelD also investigated the investments of the major tobacco companies in the
medical and pharmaceutical industry. These investments focus on remedies for
conditions that are caused of aggravated by smoking. Thus, the Big Four make
their customers pay twice: first for smoking, then for treating the damage that
has done.

Regards,
Marcel Metze
editor-in-chief.

Would you like to see more investigative journalism? Support us with a
donation!

DONATE

NATO'S MUNITION SHORTAGES

Credit: Hele-Mai Kulleste, Delfi Estonia

Since the February 2022 invasion, Ukraine’s five main military partners
(USA, Germany, UK, Poland, and the Netherlands) pledged more than 60
billion euros worth of weapons. Deliveries that punched deep holes in the
ammunition stocks of NATO countries. One-and-a-half years later, the
stockpile levels remain alarmingly low.

To find out how this is possible, a team of investigative journalists, led by The
Investigative Desk, spoke with dozens of insiders: diplomats who were present
at crucial decision moments in Brussels’ back rooms, military personnel who
gave early warnings of shortages, arms manufacturers who can no longer meet
the demand but hesitate to expand their production facilities, and soldiers on
the front lines in Ukraine — the men and women who have to fight despite the
lack of sufficient weapons.

A reconstruction based on their experiences exposes the weaknesses in
Europe’s defense system: an arms industry that refuses to take financial risks,
national interests that frustrate quick decision-making, and a multitude of
procedures and standards that get in the way of effective ammunitions use.

This investigation was realised by The Investigative Desk and Lighthouse
Reports in cooperation with Delfi Estonia, The Kyiv Independent, Libération and
El Diario.

Read the full story on FTM (Dutch), Delfi Estonia (Estonian), The Kiev
Independent (English), Libération (French) or El Diario (iSpanish).

BIG TOBACCO'S BEYOND NICOTINE STRATEGY

The past few years, the four biggest tobacco companies (Philip Morris
International/Altria, British American Tobacco, Japan Tobacco International
and Imperial Brands) have invested heavily in medical and pharmaceutical
products. Meanwhile, they continue to sell tobacco on a large scale in Asia
and Africa, which are still growth markets for them.

Research by The Investigative Desk for the Dutch Journal of Medicine (NTvG)
shows that Big Tobacco focuses mainly on remedies for conditions caused or
aggravated by smoking, such as inhalers for patients with asthma and COPD,
technology for home monitoring of diabetes and heart disease, and anti-addiction
treatments.

The tobacco industry makes its customers 'pass the pay desk twice': once for the
cigarettes they smoke, and again for anti-addiction remedies. Tobacco companies
thus unethically create their own outlet.

Read the full article on the Dutch Journal of Medicine (NTvQG), the article on NOS or

watch the item the Dutch news show Nieuwsuur made about the investigation (all in
Dutch).

Would you like to see more investigative journalism? Support us with a donation!
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